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2695-S AM5 GO S5530.1

SHB 2695 - S COW AMD
By Commttee on Governnent Operations & El ections

ADOPTED 03/ 03/ 2006

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"Sec. 1. RCW 29A.60.165 and 2005 c 243 s 8 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) If the voter neglects to sign the outside envelope of an
absentee or provisional ballot, the auditor shall notify the voter by
((telephone)) first class mail and advise the voter of the correct
procedures for conpleting the unsigned affidavit. ((H—theauditeris
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i i -)) If the absentee

ballot is received within three business days of the final neeting of
the canvassing board, or the voter has been notified by first class
mail and has not responded at least three business days before the
final neeting of the canvassing board, then the auditor shall attenpt
to notify the voter by tel ephone, using the voter registration record
i nf ormati on. In order for the ballot to be counted, the voter nust
ei ther:

(a) Appear in person and sign the envelope no |ater than the day
before the certification of the primary or election; or

(b) Sign a copy of the envel ope provided by the auditor, and return
it to the auditor no later than the day before the certification of the
primary or el ection.

(2)(a) If the handwiting of the signature on an absentee or
provi sional ballot envelope is not the sane as the handwiting of the
signature on the registration file, the auditor shall notify the voter
by ((telephene)) first class nmail, enclosing a voter registration form
and advise the voter of the correct procedures for updating his or her
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signature on the voter registration file. ((H—theauditer+snot—able

v/ » Ci

contacting the voter.)) If the absentee ballot is received wthin
three business days of the final neeting of the canvassing board, or
the voter has been notified by first class mail and has not responded
at least three business days before the final neeting of the canvassing
board, then the auditor shall attenpt to notify the voter by telephone,
using the voter registration record information. In order for the

ball ot to be counted, the voter nust ((erther—
HH—Appear—h—person—and—sign)) provide a new registration form no

later than the day before the certification of the primary or
el ection((;—er

be counted)).

(b) If the signature on an absentee or provisional ballot envel ope
is not the sanme as the signature on the registration file because the
nane is different, the ballot may be counted as |ong as the handwiting
is clearly the same. The auditor shall send the voter a change- of - nane
form under RCW 29A. 08.440 and direct the voter to conplete the form

(c) If the signature on an absentee or provisional ballot envel ope
is not the sane as the signature on the registration file because the
voter used initials or a comopn ni cknane, the ballot nmay be counted as
|l ong as the surnanme and handwiting are clearly the sane.

(3) A voter may not cure a missing or msmatched signature for
pur poses of counting the ballot in a recount.

(4) A record nust be kept of all ballots with mssing and
m smat ched signatures. The record nust contain the date on which the
voter was contacted or the notice was mailed, as well as the date on
which the voter signed the envelope, a copy of the envelope, a new
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registration form or a change-of-name form That record is a public
record under chapter 42.17 RCW and may be disclosed to interested
parties on witten request.”
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On page 1, line 2 of the title, after "requirenents;" strike the
remai nder of the title and insert "and anendi ng RCW 29A. 60. 165. "
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